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Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke)

• Governmental research institute under the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Forestry

• Head office in Helsinki

• 30+ locations around Finland

• 2nd biggest with 1300 employees

• Around 600 refereed articles/year

Research related to natural resources:

• Forestry, agriculture, fisheries, reindeer herding and game

• Main focus natural sciences, but also human aspects studied
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The Arctic

• Many definitions: by solar radiation

(66 ° 33’N), temperature, forest 

line, permafrost, ice cover, culture 

and politics

• 4 million people; 1/10 indigenous

• Dominance of Russia



The Arctic

• Culturally diverse

• Extensive uninhabited wilderness 

areas

• Extensive resources of minerals and 

other natural resources

• Green colonialism?



Polar Amplification – zonal mean surface temperature 
warming at high latitudes exceeds global average 
temperature change

Rantanen, M., Karpechko, A.Y., Lipponen, A. et al. The Arctic has warmed nearly four 

times faster than the globe since 1979. Commun Earth Environ 3, 168 (2022). 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s43247-022-00498-3

https://unfccc.int/files/science/workstrea

ms/research/application/pdf/5_wgiar5_h

ezel_sbsta40_short.pdf







Youth and indigenous peoples' 
involvement in climate change adaptation 
in the Arctic and Barents region (ACAF) 
(2022-2024) www.acaf.fi

http://www.acaf.fi/


Project goals

The overall objective of the project is to promote adaptation 

to climate change through networking and research in the 

food, tourism, and forestry sectors in the Arctic region, with 

a particular focus on the Barents region.

Specific targets:

1. Indigenous peoples' participation and involvement in 

the design and practical implementation of climate 

change adaptation measures. Use of traditional 

knowledge to support adaptation actions. 

2. involving and engaging young people in the design 

and practical implementation of climate change 

adaptation actions. 



Uncertainty and insecurity due to climate change

Piispa, M. & Myllyniemi, S. (2019). Nuoret ja ilmastonmuutos. Tiedot, huoli ja toiminta Nuorisobarometrien valossa. 
Yhteiskuntapolitiikka, 84:1. https://urn.fi/URN:NBN:fi-fe201902144980

https://urn.fi/URN:NBN:fi-fe201902144980


Optimism and the future: Finnish youth in 2021

Youth barometer 2021

https://tietoanuorista.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/infografiikka_nb2021_en.pdf

https://tietoanuorista.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/infografiikka_nb2021_en.pdf


Youth AND ”climate change” AND arctic = 3/21



ACAF youth research and policy
involvement in the Arctic)

• Youth = 15–29-year-olds

• Survey to indigenous and non-indigenous youth in Finland, 

Sweden, Norway, Canada and USA (Alaska)

• Climate change, sustainable development, future

• Justice, emotions, values

• Workshops for indigenous youth in Finland and Norway

• Workshops for Barents youth in Finland, Sweden and 

Norway

• Co-creation of policy messages for decision-makers

• Co-writing of scientific articles

• Delivering the messages through conferences and seminars





Thank
you!
Interested in collaboration? 

Contact: jaana.sorvali@luke.fi


