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Climate change adaptation –
learning from peers in the Arctic

• Adaptation to climate change induced changes in the environment
requires essentially local and regional level activities

• Lessons can be learned and developed together

• Best practices identified in the seven bilateral ACAF webinars with
Arctic countries in April-June 2021

• Here highlights from the bilateral ACAF webinars are introduced; 
not a comprehensive list



Barriers to adaptation



Improving awareness and the
knowledge basis for adaptation related
decision-making



Climate services tailored for different
industries

• Climate services are ways to provide relevant climate and climate
change related information for end-users in user-friendly ways, for 
supporting decision-making



Online activities and digital solutions



Map based service on climate change and 
adaptation plans in Alaska (U.S. Forest Service)

Kelsey B. Aho, US Forest
Service
(Webinar with Alaska 
16th June 2021)



LEO Network
Submit a Post

Members can also make Observations. When you have an event to share, click 

‘Submit Your Own Observation’, and a series of prompts will help you build your 

post. Similarly, if an unusual environmental event was covered in a local new 

source, you can also share it on LEO.

Mike Brook, Alaska 
Native Tribal Health 
Consortium: Local 
Environmental Observer 
(LEO) Network (ACAF 
webinar on 16th June 
2021)

https://www.leonetwork.org/members/newpost


Reindeer herding related adaptation practices



”Renoducts” in Sweden

• Due to climate change, e.g. during difficult snow
conditions, reindeer cross railway lines and major
roads as they search for food on larger areas

• Risk of being hit and killed

• Earlier, traffic had to be stopped for moving a large flock
of reindeer across

• ”Renoduct” bridges for reindeer in Norrbotten 
and Västerbotten counties in Northern Sweden as 
a solution

-> Reindeer can cross roads and railways safely

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/20/sweden-to-
build-bridges-for-reindeer-to-safely-cross-roads-and-railways
(20.1.2021)

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/20/sweden-to-build-bridges-for-reindeer-to-safely-cross-roads-and-railways


Food security related adaptation
practices



Fort Albany First Nation’s community garden
has improved food security in Arctic Canada

Dr. Meaghan Wilton, 
University of Toronto: 
Adapting to a 
Warming Climate: 
Subarctic Gardening in 
Remote Indigenous 
Communities
(Webinar with Canada 
on 20th May 2021)



Forestry related adaptation practices



Governance related best practices

NB! Adaptation governance related
best practices were identified in the
new report by Kati Berninger, Maria 
Tiusanen and Oras Tynkkynen (2021)



Ragnhildur Friðriksdóttir, Mátis: CLIMEFISH project (Webinar with Iceland on 3rd June 2021)



Adaptation to Climate
Change in the Baltic Sea
and Arctic Regions
Governance and policy tools across countries

Kati Berninger, Maria Tiusanen & Oras Tynkkynen (2021) 

Download the report at 
https://www.doria.fi/handle/10024/181635

https://www.doria.fi/handle/10024/181635


Good practices on climate adaptation governance

More information, including
Kati Berninger’s presentation
slides are available at 
https://www.acaf.fi/2021/08
/26/new-report-adaptation-
to-climate-change-in-the-
baltic-sea-and-arctic-
regions/

https://www.acaf.fi/2021/08/26/new-report-adaptation-to-climate-change-in-the-baltic-sea-and-arctic-regions/


Doing things together as a 
good practice in adaptation



Sharing best practices across the
Arctic (and beyond) was warmly
welcomed



• More information about all of the
bilateral webinars, including most of 
the presentations: 
https://www.acaf.fi/networking/inter
national-arctic-adaptation-network/

• See also Twitter @AcaFfinland  

https://www.acaf.fi/networking/international-arctic-adaptation-network/
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